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Industrial heritage protection in V4: does it

work?
27th February 2025, Budapest, Hungary, online

V4 Industrial Heritage Project is organizing an online seminar for heritage professionals, architects,
engineers, students, investors, decision-makers and citizens interested in the industrial and technical
heritage of the V4 countries. This event aims to explore the current state and effectiveness of industrial
heritage protection across Hungary, Slovakia, and the Czech Republic.

The seminar will kick off with an introduction to the Visegrad Fund sponsored V4 Industrial Heritage
Project, highlighting its scope and achievements in promoting 21 significant heritage sites. Following
this, experts in industrial heritage, monument, and artefact protection from the three countries will
present their insights on legislative frameworks, conservation challenges, and successful projects. The
final three presentations will introduce seven industrial heritage sites from each of the Czech Repubilic,
Slovakia, and Hungary, providing a brief history and explaining why they were selected for the project.
The seminar will conclude with an open discussion and a question-and-answer session.

The language of the seminar is English. Participation is free, but registration is required. Audio, visual,
and video recordings will be made during the seminar, which may be shared later.

Registration: https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/industrial-heritage-protection-in-v4-does-it-work-
tickets-12461195501197aff=oddtdtcreator

The project is co-financed by the Governments of Czechia, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia through Visegrad Grants from
International Visegrad Fund.
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Programme:

09.00-09.30

Karoly Teleki

Welcome, introduction of the V4 Industrial Heritage Project and opening thoughts of the seminar
The presentation will show the scope and results of the ongoing project which aims to promote the
industrial heritage of V4 countries showcasing 21 heritages from Hungary, Slovakia and Czechia at the
beginning. Opening thoughts about the subject of the seminar.

09.30-10.00

Anna Gondova

Industrial heritage protection in Slovakia - from the perspective of the Monuments Office of the Slovak
Republic

the presentation will introduce current methods and possibilities of protecting industrial heritage in
Slovakia, forms of legislative protection, specifics for UNESCO sites and current topics from the point of
view of the Monuments Board of the Slovak republic (PUSR) https://www.pamiatky.sk/

10.00-10.30

Eva Kralova

The architecture of Industrial Heritage conversions

The presentation will provide a general overview of the architecture of industrial heritage conversions,
exploring the intervention levels in conversion projects and discussing the criteria that define a
successful and functional conversion. The session will conclude with the introduction of the upcoming
publication, Architecture of Conversions in Slovakia 2003—2025

10.30-10.45 short break

10.45-11.15

Lukas Beran

Industrial heritage protection in the Czech Republic

The presentation provides insight into the situation of heritage protection and monument conservation
in the Czech Republic, including the possibilities of the monument protection authorities and the
challenges they face.

11.15-11.45

Piroska Varga

Protection and Reuse of Industrial Heritage

In her presentation, the speaker focuses on the architect's point of view. She discusses the design
possibilities available, and the challenges faced when architects are fortunate enough to redesign an
industrial heritage or repurpose it with a new function. She will briefly touch on the Hungarian heritage
protection legislation.

11.45-12.15

Kristof Kelemen

Hungarian industrial heritage museums and their artefacts

The presentation will introduce the Hungarian industrial heritage museums with their most unique
artefacts. It will also show their surviving techniques, scenic exhibitions and how they make their
mechanical sciences popular to the masses.

The project is co-financed by the Governments of Czechia, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia through Visegrad Grants from
International Visegrad Fund.
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12.15-13.00 lunch break

13.00-13.20

Lukas Beran

Seven Czech Industrial Heritage

The presentation will introduce the 7 Czech industrial heritage sites, their brief history and why they
were selected for the project

13.20-13.40

Karoly Teleki

Seven Hungarian Industrial Heritage

The presentation will introduce the 7 Hungarian industrial heritage sites, their brief history and why
they were selected for the project

13.40-14.00

Vladimir Hain

Digital tools for presenting industrial conversions - Slovak Industrial Heritage

The presentation will describe current methods and possibilities of presenting industrial heritage by
modern digital tools and shortly introduce the 7 Slovak industrial heritage sites in Bratislava, their brief
history and why they were selected for the project.

14.00--
Open discussion

Speakers:

dr. Karoly Teleki CMC is a certified business consultant with solid engineering, economic and industrial
background. He is also a certified tour and event organiser. He established
www.industrialheritagehungary.com in 2015 an informative website about industrial heritage news in
Hungary and the region. He organises birdwatching and industrial heritage tours and gives advice in
strategy, process improvement, lean and tourism.

Ing. arch. Anna Gondova, PhD. works as the focal point for the implementation of the World Heritage
Convention and European Heritage Label Initiative at the Monuments Board of the Slovak Republic
(PUSR). She is an active member of the Slovak Commission for UNESCO and ICOM. She is a graduate of
the Faculty of Architecture at STU in Bratislava, where she completed also her doctoral studies, after
completing her studies, she worked for several years at the Municipal Monuments Preservation
Institute in Bratislava, focusing on the presentation of cultural heritage of Bratislava both at home and
abroad. Her professional scope includes the restoration of historical monuments, industrial heritage,
and topics related to the restoration of Bratislava Castle. She has successfully presented these topics
at international conferences, exhibitions and related publications.

Assoc. prof. Eva Kral'ova, CSc. has been actively and systematically engaged in the theory and practice
of monument restoration and architectural heritage conservation (including industrial heritage) in
Slovakia. Her work focuses on promotion, presentation, and education, mentoring students and
doctoral candidates at STU. She is actively involved in rural and landscape management, where the
protection and adaptive reuse of architectural and industrial heritage play a crucial role. She
collaborates with international organizations such as ICOMOS, ECOVAST, and TICCIH. As a recognized
expert in these fields, she contributes to the planning, restoration, and repurposing of heritage
buildings and complexes, participating in heritage programming and project development.

The project is co-financed by the Governments of Czechia, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia through Visegrad Grants from
International Visegrad Fund.
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dr. Piroska Varga DLA is an architect and cultural heritage manager. Her research topic is the functional
change and rehabilitation of industrial buildings. She established Grafit M’ terem Kft
(www.grafitmuterem.hu) in 2015 and she is an lecturer at the Departure of History of Architecture and
Urbanism at the Gy6r Széchenyi University.

Kristof Kelemen is a certificated historian and museologist with the specialisation of industrial
heritage. He is a curator of the Hungarian Museum of Science Technology and Transport. He is the
founder and main organiser of the National Industrial Heritage Conference.

Ing. arch. Vladimir Hain, PhD., univ. assoc. prof. graduated from the Faculty of Architecture at STU in
Bratislava (since September 2020, the Faculty of Architecture and Design — FAD STU) in 2011. Since his
doctoral studies in Architecture and Heritage Restoration, he has been dedicated to digital
technologies, their application in architecture, and particularly the presentation of industrial heritage.
He has actively participated in numerous international conferences and has served as a co-organizer
and curator of several exhibitions. Currently, he works as a University Associate Professor at the
vertical studio Data[LAB] and teaches the courses Constructions |, Constructions Il, and Architectural
Detail, Architecture and Mixed Reality at FAD STU. His expertise in Mixed Media presentations and
digitalization was further developed through a one-year Erasmus study program at Hogeschool voor
Wetenschap & Kunst in Ghent, Belgium, as well as in cooperation with Design Factory n.g.o.

Mgr. Lukas Beran PhD is a Historian of architecture. Since 2005 he has been working at the Industrial
Heritage Research Center, a part of the Faculty of Architecture of the Czech Technical University in
Prague. Since 2024, works also for the Regional Office of National Heritage Institute in Prague.

The project is co-financed by the Governments of Czechia, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia through Visegrad Grants from
International Visegrad Fund.



